De .r Du vc, \ o/ 1 ‘j/ 09 

Until someone .ho 1 .te gets here I'll a.j;o a feu general observations about the 
one chapter you sunt ue l'roia tWion's book. There was much too much to address on the 
blank sauce on the xeroxed puyes. I made a i'e.: ;^rks to get «y attention when x go over 
it again ana will write at souo length. \f-*e e.me so I’ll b: brief for now. I'll resume 
when - have nor: time.) 

It is impossible to exaggerate how absolutely terrible that .chapter is. I'u assuming 
that Baden followed tlio usual procoduro with ghosted bo le, toll the writer what the 
writer then urote. Ur.ua., _y taped, ho lie in nor. ignorant about unquestioned fact that 
i jould have though pos- ible. laakes it up as he goes very often. \,I'ia also assuming tiiat 
he read and checked the manuscript before it was given to the publisher and made corr- otion , 
also what is usual. -y done.) i;o lies, he distorts, miaropres .nts and all in th- area of 
his own expertise and the work for vdiich he was selected. 

It is perhaps th • most irresponsible writing on -lie subject I can recall, given 
th ; iucw that he is a qualified medical examiner and for a while was "ow York’s top one. 

-o tiiur. is an excellent example of the fact that expert witnesses testify to what 
they are paid to testify to and can't be trusted, '-ids chapter represents the worst 
kind of literary and professional prostitution. 

When I resume I’ll tak-.- it from tin;- top. 

9/16/89, a month later. It is "Confessions of a ‘edical Examiner," by Dr. Micahel Saden, 
"With," which means ghosted by, Judith Adler Hennessee; Random House. 

Itids more of a confession that Baden intended! I thought about this while walking 
this morning because I planned to get to this when x was home. I wondered if after a 
month I'd recall what x had in mind when I ade margin marks on reading this atrocity and 
I decided that if I did not recall in 90?» of the instances it would still be apparent that 
what 5aden did is so wretchedly bad it would still be more than enough for as total a 
self -indictment , personally and professional as can be imagined. 

x n the xerox it was not clear that the title is ’’Unnatural "eath," 4\e subttitle 
being what x quote above. This chapter is 'Zeroes and Conspiracies." It apparently is 
either some kind of foreword or is the first chapter. x t beins on pag^ 5. That begins 
by representing that there is always doubt when the prominent die aw never any reason 
for this doubt. He apparently never heard of Kanson. 

5. "Ray was carrying too. .much iconey when he was finally caught." Why he says this I 
can't imagine because he knows he knew nothing about the King assassination but the fact 
is that if Ray had not been close to broke he'd have gotten away to a country without 
any extradition treaty with the United States. He was almost broke after his share of 
a joint bank robbery when he was caught. 

"The b ull et went through /jlng' s jawbone and into his neck. " The bullet exploded 
on impact, part of the explosion exiting through the neck, and a remnant continued well 
down through his body wa5 visible just under the skin on < *ing’s back. 

%den says thare was black material in the wound and that the comoner made no effort 
to identify it and it "became the source of much speculation." 10C$ false. Because, B a den says, 
this could have been gunpowder it could have meant that fting was shot from closeby, also 
100/3 false because there was no possibility of a shot close enpugh to leave powder places. 

Of this he says, "it was like a rerun of the °ohn Ssnnedy assassination," also 100>° 
false because not even the nuttiest iof the huts even suggested that JFK was shot 
from close enough to leave powder traces. He also says it suggests "the possibility that 
there was a second shooter," again 100^ false not because there was no basts for alleging 
a second JFK, assassin but because the conditions are entirely impossible with regard to 
coin Krttg and^TK. This fabrication is the sole basis for his saying that it meant 



"the possibility that there was a second shooter and Ray was the patsy." Moreover, * do 
not recall any suggestion that there was a "second shooter" and it was well known and 
widely reported that only one shot was heard. "Ray shot and missed,' he says, "and 
someone standing next to Kin&'^hot him at close range." With do sens of people looking at 
King and not seeing it? 

What I am saying is that he made all of this up and all of it, with any knowledge 
at all, is obviously 100S* impossible. 

He brags about sending sone of this "black stuff” to a lab for HSCA and says the 

report back was only "lead." Ihis is false. It was a lead alloy , with perhaps 7—8 other 

chemical elements. "Lead," he then says, "ii exactly what it should have been if it came 

from fray* s gun." Also, exactly what it should have been if fired from any other gun 

ever i manufactured, fib special ammo was used, either, .ft was regular, commercial hunting 
omoo , 5a2 t h j ft ~ci i gn. :d to explode on impact^ But of even this our 

truly great expert is entirely ignore Jit, after that fantastic career as the great, 
medi cal examiner: u/Wk 

6 "The tip of a soft-nosed bullet is lead ..." The^p^i^ji^tedTi^^ the lead 4/^ hY 

protected bu the jacket. 0 r , the tip is HOT lead, ft is a copper alloy. ^ makes no 
mention of any copper— alloy traces in his lab report, I add. 


u e refers to a numbernto of autopsies, including that of JIK, and says of them, 

"they were acceptable according to the standards of the day.'f Had the JTK autopsy been 
that of a Bowery bum it would not have been acceptable as of that day or any long before it. 
let at the bottom of this page he refers to JiX's as "bungled": "(w)here bungled autopsies 
are concerned, ^resident '“■ennedy's is the exemplar." -ddn't ^andom House do any editing? 

How great a medical examiner he is, how well he knows that busines .s, is in between 
£ut closer to the bottom of tiiis page:"(c)onspiracies don t show up in autopsy reports. 

This is precisely where they do show up, as with wounds coming from two different dir- 
ections or with wounds that cannot all be from any one weapon. 


7 Carried away with his own ignorance he says the country could accept the myth of 
"the Lone Hanger," which it ^iver did, "but not its underside, tye lone assassin, suite 

aside from labelling as a myth what was well established in the autopsy he is commenting 
on, his own committee concluded that JK was shot from two different directions and not 
even the Lee Harvey u swald cieated by officialdom could have done that. II should liave 
quoted above the statement he has just above the middle of the page about the autopsy he 
says was up to the standards of the day on page 6, xkxX "... the clumsy way 
Kenndy autopsy was handled." That was up to those standards , "clumsiness?" 

8 , "The force of the bullet would as likely have caused Kennedy}! head to more for^- 
warVas backward. It is not predictable. 1 ! Consummate science, this* /and he says nothing 
more about it, nothing to explain or justify this scientific impossibility. 


% says he assembled the* panel, not Blakey, which I think is the case, 4 alkey did it. 

"There a^e television clips of Barl^lthe Dallas medical examiner, a doctor) 
standing at the door of the hospital like Horatio at the bridge, Haying no to the secret 

Service men, no, they couldn't removed the body " There are no such TV clips, no film 

of any kind at all, and it wusn't at the ho -.pitil door. However, this is pr*tty good for 
Baden, because Dr. Rose did oppose moving the body out of the one jurisdiction i* which 
’there had been a crime and in^ich he had the responsibility for the autopsy. 

9 He says "the Kennedy entoruage physically pushed Rose out of the way." Whether or 

not Rose was pushed, and - do not recall that he had been, it was not "the ^rm^ entoru- 
age;' it was the Secret Service alone that removed the body. He then says that the entourage 
was "worriecnjflcr’that the Dallas police might chase them. In fact the Dallas police 
provided the escort to the airport. 


Baden says he and his panel examin'd, among 


other things, photographs, S-rays 



and JIVb clothing. They also had other things, including Post Mortem, with its picture of 
the shirt-collar and tie and its irrefutable proof that the damage to the collar could 
not have been caused by an exiting bullet and its irreutable r£oof that it had not been. 
a e then says that the eminent lawyers who were the Warren Commission members were not 
aware of the fact that there was any such things as a "forensic" autopsy. a obody gets 
out of law school without knowing that, W U rren had for years been a prosecutor and their 
staff, which included experienced prosecutors, was well aware of it. Or, 100;° false again. 
10 In apparent reference to the Lifton mythology, he says, "during the plane ride from 
Dallas to “ashingtofl the entrances woulds (w— rallegedly) were all^ered to look like 
exit wounds." There is no such theory. The theory it^th^t the body, in a plastic body bag, 
was hidden on the plane and the alleged alterations made at Walter *eed Army Hospital, 


He has an unrecognisable reference to another theory," the original autopsy xw c Tts 
report,' photographs and a rays had all been stolen from the National Archives and replaced 
with fakes." There is a theory that some of the pictures were doctored imt the rest is 
tuite false and there was no such theory about all the rest of what he mentioned, includlgg 
the "Original" autopsy report, which in %.ct had been published in facsimile long before 
it reached ths National Archives. Or, if he were not so totally arid abysmil^r ignorant, 
fte’liave known he was postulating the 10O> impossible. 

■\ u/<u njy 

Of the Aroives, he says "we realised that everything there." He says this was 

"(a) s the Archives gave up its secrets.” Well, "we" didn’t. jC. got that under BOIA and it 
was widely reported, including a3 the result of a wess conference ^ud Fensterwald 
arranged and in which he undertook to steal my work^'not his or of those he used in 
that press conference, also, long before there was an HSCa or any "we" * published those 
records in facsimile in Postmortem. "We" also found that the brain had beev placed in the 


rchives but was missing." u o record identifies the brain or any container holdimg it. 
,,-Obody knows whether a container included in the inventory contained any tiling at all by 
the time it reached the .icchives, where it was not in the Archives itself but in what was 
being stored for the JFK library, which is under the Archives but is separate for it. 

He says that "we" "thought perhaps the misiing material /(which included the bran - 
matter, the bruinrf not being intact -and where he refes to the brain above he probably 
was referring to its left hemisphere only ^ had been buried with the President."!^ sure 
is one hell of a medical examiner! As is usual and aB is established by the autopsy report 
and testimony, the brain was set in formaldehyde for the sectoring to which he does refer 
above and that takes time , more time than jlhe funeral permitted. The body could not. have 
been buried with the material still at the Navy Hospital, fixed in formaldehyde.** I think 
the time required wqs two weeks. 


10-1 "The location of the missing items is still a mystery but their disappearance is 
not particularly sinister. ^Memorabilia of the famous have a way of vanishing into doctors* 
private collections. " Tgis is an outrageous slander and it also ignores the fact that there 
was complete military control of everything until after the funeral, except for the few 
receipted things^Sae taken by the Secret Service. 

11 He says that &w&s told him they were not really supposed to do a full autopsy, 

' just supposed to find j&g. (emphasis added) bullet.^ Aaide from there being no way for 
ftumtiv, to have known there was only one bullet so short a time after the crime, this is 
on the face an impossible lie because the autopsists made the usual "T" cut of the front 
of the body, from the aimpits to or below the navel, and that was not just loolpng for the 
bullet. How did Humes know that there had been only one buoeet and that it was till in the 
body?V Somehow he absorbed it from the FBI -and the Secret Service." Absolutely false, even 
impossible, /ht "*'- A of <wt/ A? l UJ 4-W-^k7- 


He says it was "apparent" that the body had been kidnapped to accomodate the wishes 
of the family, which is not at all true. The Secret Service did it on its own authority. 

12 In trying to explain dujow away a aden says ..that ‘'atholics are apposed to autopsies 
and he was not in a position to press the issue Well, first of all, there have been 



through the years to umerable autopsies of u atholics and what this fladen silliness also 
ignores ifi that fact that there had been an autopsy of Dpn't "andom “ouse editors 

read their manuscripts? Moreover, ^urnes could merely have declined with any professional 
compromise even suggested, as none was, 

#12 gaden has autopsy room overflowing with e$>ple who were not there. (The FBI 
made' a list of those present that I did publish.) He even has "cabinet members minting) 
arpund" there. Mvi 

He says that ^umes "felt it was beyonf his powers to describe the wounds and 
decided to rely on the photographs." false, whatever his uncited source, probably his 
own ignorance, because Humes knew the vary night of the autopsy that he'd not have the 
photogaphs and i-r ys to use. UAt fttu* iw," .uiUFACwU- 

fiaden then launches a new mythology, that the FBI agents took the camera and film 
of the Navy medical photographer, exposed it and threw him out. All 101# false. He then 
makes up another complete lie, quoting an unidentified FBI man vonly two were present, 
both well and often identified) as saying, "(w)?e got our own man taking the pictures. 
.Again, 100/o false. There was no FBI photographer present and the Navy's pictures are 
receipted and accounted for. Of this nonexisting FBI photographer “urnes elaborates his 
fable, saying he had never taken autopay pictures before and was untrained in photo-, 
graphingfeunahot wounds." Wuite aside from the fiction, doesn’t he or his publisher , What 
in the world the FBI taained its photographers to do? I'm not taking time for the rest 
of the nonsense in the paragraph. ^ 

"Before the President was buried, o^one, either in Dallas or in Washington, looked 
at both sides of the body, front and back...." What saves this from being false is the fact 
that .the autopsy was not in Washington but in tfethesda , /jdarylmnd and if Baden had even 
looked at the photographs he is supposed to have studied for HSCa he d have known that 
the body was photographed from both front and back, fe even mentions some of these 
pictures. How could they have photogaphed both front and back and not see* both? Moreover, 
this vi all gone into in the sutopsy report and the Warren Commission testimony. u r, once 
again^aden was just making it up as he went and that very amateurishly. Has he e^ „ 
forgoten the probing of the back wound at £ethesda? ' 

13 Of all of this that didnK exist he says that "Humes dldn„t figure thongs out 
until the President was lying in state in the Rotunda." 

I see no point in going any further. I'll have the annotated xeroxes but Idoi^t 
anybody will be interested enough in ^aden'sN science" to examine them after what say 
to this point. The last page of this chapter fs 22. 

However, 1 do take time for what by itself, enti ely without any of the foregoing, 
is Aden's remarkable personal and professional eelf-indcitment because in his HSCA work 
and in his book he makes no reference to this and says the exact opposite. 

I was at the HSCA's last hearing. I had the commentary on the alleged evidence 
qganist Joh Hay to deliver and I did. Baden was sitting a little to myx right and I spoke 
tohim. I ask ed him if the President^ tie was knotted when he examined it. It was, he 
told me. I then told him that when A got a court order for the knottobe photogfephed for 
me the Archibees could not do tflds because it was then unallotted and it could not 
explain how that had happened. What this meant, of course, is* that that e^dence had been 
tampered with. I .ehed a,de« If St £2 --than 

this, let 


for* him. tie said only that he'd Relieved it had been done. In fact it 
once as I told him. tlo, he didn't want a copy of the* archives letter to me 
first having believed the evidene he examined andon which he based conclusions had been 
altered a^^then being offered proof of it, he ifcored it all and, like a whore, as I stdA 


; the outset, did what he was paid to do. 



